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Location 
Roeterseilandcampus building M (REC-M) 1.01,  
Plantage Muidergracht 12, 1018 TV Amsterdam  
 
 

Theme 
This symposium is organized in the context of our ORWELL-project, a project that focuses on 
cognitive and motivational predictors of written and oral proficiency in English using a 
longitudinal approach. (Inter)national experts will present the latest scientific insights into 
foreign and second language acquisition and teaching.  
 
 

Register 
The symposium is free. You can register via: rudolfberlin-eng.org/symposia/ 
 
 
The ORWELL-project has been made possible with a grant from the Netherlands Initiative for Education 
research (NRO), part of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), the Dutch research 
council. 

Predicting and improving English 
foreign language skills in elementary 

school children 

The Rudolf Berlin Center is  
a cooperation between the 
University of Amsterdam and   
the IWAL Institute. 

 

Symposium: 



10.00 – 10.20 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 

10.20 – 11.00 Prof. Esther Geva (University of Toronto) 
 
 

11.00 – 11.40 Prof. Victor van Daal (Edge Hill University) 

11.40  – 12.20 Prof. Mikko Aro (University of Jyväskylä) 

12.20 – 13.20 Lunch break (lunch not included) 

13.20 – 14.00 Prof. Rick de Graaff (Utrecht University) 
 
 

14.00 – 14.40 Prof. Carmen Muñoz (University of Barcelona) 
 

14.40 – 15.20 Dr Margreet van Koert (University of Amsterdam) 
 

15.20 – 15.40 Coffee break 
 
 

15.40 – 16.20 Nihayra Leona, MSc (University of Amsterdam) 
 

16.20 – 17.00 Prof. Judit Kormos (Lancaster University) 
 
 

17.00 – 17.30 Drinks 
 

Program 
 

For titles and abstracts, see below 



Prof. Esther Geva (University of Toronto) 
Cognitive underpinnings of L2 language in typical and atypical learners – A 
longitudinal perspective 
10.20 – 11.00  
  
Abstract will be announced 
 

Prof. Victor van Daal (Edge Hill University) 
The role of orthographic learning in second language acquisition: A theoretical review 
11.00 – 11.40  
 
Orthographic learning ability is defined as the ability to develop fully-specified lexical 
entries, which make efficient reading and spelling possible. Through experience with 
written words, that is, independent attempts to phonologically recode words, 
children become better at storing and retrieving orthographic representations. 
Individual differences in not only L1 but also L2 reading and spelling performance are 
determined by orthographic learning ability over and above vocabulary, rapid 
automatised naming and phonological short-term memory. Recently, we found in a 
series of modelling studies that orthographic learning uniquely contributes to 
reading and spelling attainment and shares little variance with other cognitive and 
linguistic skills. In the talk we will elaborate on both the (interactive) roles of 
phonological short-term memory and orthographic learning ability in L2 reading and 
spelling. 
 

Prof. Mikko Aro (University of Jyväskylä) 
Reading fluency development and interventions 
11.40 – 12.20  
 
Abstract will be announced 
 

Speakers 
 



Prof. Rick de Graaff (Utrecht University) 
Title will be announced 
13.20 – 14.00  
  
Abstract will be announced 
 

Prof. Carmen Muñoz (University of Barcelona) 
Ten years of school English language learning: Outcomes and critical factors 
14.00 – 14.40 
 
English is taught in Spanish schools from grade 1 of primary school and it is generally 
introduced even earlier, in pre-school. An important question is: What linguistic 
outcomes can we realistically expect at the end of obligatory school after 10 years of 
English lessons in input-limited classrooms? An even more crucial question is: Why 
do we obtain such results? To deepen our understanding of the processes of English 
learning in our schools we embarked in a longitudinal study which started in grade 1 
(6-7 years old). We gained access to five state-funded schools, followed the students’ 
linguistic progression, and gathered information about their family background, and 
students’ affective and cognitive factors. We sat in their classrooms and talked to 
their teachers. Then we moved with the focal students to their secondary schools, 
observing the transition, and finishing our study at the end of compulsory education 
in grade 10. This presentation will describe the study and its outcomes and will then 
focus on the factors that are perceived to be more critical in the learners’ 10-year 
long trajectories. 
 

Dr. Margreet van Koert-Hoogervorst (University of Amsterdam) 
Title will be announced 
14.40 – 15.20 
 
Abstract will be announced 



Nihayra Leona, MSc (University of Amsterdam) 
Title will be announced 
15.40 – 16.20  
  
Abstract will be announced 
 

Prof. Judit Kormos (Lancaster University) 
Motivation and the foreign language learning processes of students with specific 
learning difficulties 
16.20 – 17.00 
 
In this talk I discuss the role of motivation in influencing the  foreign language 
learning processes of students with specific learning difficulties (SpLDs). Relevant 
links between cognition and motivation will be made with a special emphasis on how 
the cognitive appraisal of learners’ difficulties impacts on their motivation, and how 
affective reactions can reciprocally influence the cognitive processes of language 
learning.  To exemplify these links, I report a series of studies conducted in Hungary 
that examined the  motivation of students with SpLDs by means of interviews and 
questionnaires. In the final part of the talk I explore  how the social and educational 
context interacts with the affective correlates of SpLDs.  
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